GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR CRYSTAL SPRINGS & ANO NUEVO CBCs
1. It is highly recommended that you scout your territory in advance in order to stake out any rare birds that might be present this year.  Check eBird alerts. 
2. Bird the prime spots in your area during the early morning and late evening hours, the times when birds are most active.  For songbirds, the “dawn chorus” can be more rewarding than the rest of the day.

3. If your area includes shoreline or bayshore areas check the tide tables.  Shorebirds will be concentrated in resting areas just before and during high tide or they will be feeding in exposed non-tidal or fresh-water areas.  They will be feeding on the tidal flats or shores on the outgoing tide.  The rocky shore sandpipers for example are best seen an hour or so after the turn of the tide.

4. Don’t go too fast.  Pause every now and then to listen and to wait for secretive birds to come out of hiding.

5. Constantly scan the sky for hawks and waterfowl.  Examine every group of birds for the unusual.

6. If you finish your area early, take a break and then recheck the better areas for species you may have missed.
7. Try to cover as much of the area as possible on foot.  Try to gain access to private areas by introducing yourself to the property owner or resident as a participant in the Audubon Society’s annual national bird census. Note that the CBC Coordinator will have obtained permits from POST, MROSD, other organizations and sent them to your section leader. Do not trespass!
8. If you are new to birding or to the counts, don’t be upset if the more experienced participants can’t spend much time on instruction.  It’s important to keep searching for and counting birds.  Join us on our field trips when our members have the time to pass on what they have learned.

9. Don’t underestimate the numbers of birds seen in flocks or rafts of birds.  Early in the day check your estimates with actual counts and adjust your “guesstimator” accordingly.

10. If for any reason, you can’t fulfill your obligation, then call your leader or one of the organizers so that adjustments can be made.

11. Please age peregrine, golden and bald eagles and other less common raptors, i.e., rough-legged and ferruginous hawks.


12. Be careful if you choose to count a place or area that is outside the exact section you were assigned. That place may have been assigned to someone else. Look at the map before you go and, if you think you may add places on count day, ask the coordinator who is counting in those areas. Don’t poach, please!
LEADERS!  REMEMBER YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR:

A. Turning in the completed checklist of birds – remember to include your count area.

B. Turning in the participants’ information including time and mileages.

C. Making sure that “good” birds are properly documented.  Document sheets are enclosed, but any piece of paper may be used. Photographs are particularly useful.
